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Doctorate

Overview
  

International PhD Programme Literary and Cultural
Studies
Justus Liebig University Giessen • Gießen

Degree Dr phil / PhD

Teaching language
German
English

Languages Courses are held in English (75%) and German (25%). Each participant can choose to write his or
her dissertation in the language agreed upon with his or her supervisor.

Programme duration 6 semesters

Beginning Winter semester

Application deadline The deadline for applications is 1 February every year. In some cases - for example, if the applicant
will not finish her/his degree until after 1 February - it is possible to extend the deadline to 1 May
after consulting the IPP.

Tuition fees per semester in
EUR

None

Combined Master's degree /
PhD programme

No

Joint degree / double degree
programme

No

Description/content The International PhD Programme (IPP) "Literary and Cultural Studies" at Justus Liebig University
Giessen offers a clearly structured and research-oriented, three-year doctoral programme focusing
on four research areas:

Literary and Cultural Theory
Genre Theory
Literary and Cultural Historiography
Comparative and Interdisciplinary Issues

Participating departments include English and American Studies, German Studies, Romance
Studies, Slavic Studies, Comparative Literary Studies and Theatre Studies.

The IPP curriculum grants postgraduate students the opportunity to develop their academic profile
in a wide range of courses designed specifically for (international) PhD students in the fields of
literary and cultural studies. Core modules, seminars, workshops and Master's classes with
renowned scholars from all over the world acquaint postgraduate students with state-of-the-art
concepts, theories, methodologies and approaches. At the same time, IPP members are
encouraged to pursue independent research from an early stage in their academic careers
onwards. International Summer Schools and Conferences organised within the framework of an
expansive international network with high-ranking universities from around the world integrate IPP
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Course Details

members into national and international academic communities. The languages of instruction are
German and English.

IPP members benefit from the programme's close integration into academic structures at Justus
Liebig University (JLU). The IPP and the Graduate Centre for the Study of Culture (GCSC) jointly
organise parts of their programmes. Additionally, IPP members are welcome to join junior research
groups at the Giessen Graduate Centre for the Humanities (GGK) and to publish in the GGK/GCSC's
online review journal KULT_online.
IPP members not only find support in developing an international academic profile, but may
acquire additional academic and practical qualifications that pave their way to academic as well as
non-academic job markets. The GGK/GCSC Career Service offers chances to strategically plan life
after the dissertation even while pursuing your degree and to facilitate the transition from
postgraduate studies into the professional world. The GCSC Teaching Centre assists PhD students
in acquiring valuable didactic skills, which are relevant in academic teaching as well as in many
non-academic professions, and supports PhD candidates in elaborating their own teaching
portfolios.
Multi-track supervision and mentoring structures encompass professorial supervisors,
postdoctoral mentors and peer-group coaching. Our international participants benefit from
tutorials and language courses especially designed to pave their way to involvement in the German
academic community. Social and cultural activities, such as excursions or theatre visits, complete
our programme and facilitate strong bonds with peers.

Course organisation Set in an intellectually stimulating and international context, the IPP provides extensive
supervision and mentoring structures. The programme offers multi-track supervision and
mentoring systems revolving around professorial supervisors, postdoctoral mentors, and peer-
group coaching. The mentors provide advice not only on the dissertation, but also on scholarships,
on applying for conferences, writing articles and similar activities.

The IPP offers a rich and promising environment for pursuing your PhD and guarantees support
and guidance in all matters relating to your PhD throughout the three years of membership.
Personal supervision is complemented by participation in our curriculum: regular colloquia with
fellow PhD students, professors and post-docs allow an ongoing discussion of one's own project, as
well as those of others, from an early state of inception to the submission of the PhD thesis.

Master's classes and workshops with high-ranking academics from around the world offer PhD
students the chance to present their projects to specialists in the field, to benefit from their
feedback, and to establish valuable international contacts.
A broad spectrum of courses conveys essential skills e.g. in time management, in writing styles and
techniques, in the handling of software tools for publishing, and managing bibliographies.

International elements
International guest lecturers
Study trips
Projects with partners in Germany and abroad
Language training provided

Integrated internships An internship is not part of the programme.

Course-specific, integrated
German language courses

Yes

Course-specific, integrated
English language courses

Yes
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Costs / Funding

Requirements / Registration

Services

Tuition fees per semester in
EUR

None

Semester contribution 289.80 EUR

Costs of living Approx. 795 EUR

Funding opportunities
within the university

Yes

Description of the above-
mentioned funding
opportunities within the
university

Graduate scholarship of the Justus Liebig University / Graduiertenstipendien der Justus-Liebig-
Universität

Academic admission
requirements

Students wishing to apply to the IPP "Literary and Cultural Studies" must hold a university degree
in Literary Studies (e.g. German Studies, English/American Studies, Romance Studies, Slavic
Studies, Comparative Literary Studies, Theatre Studies) with a GPA (average/final grade) well above
average. Applicants should either hold a "Diplom", "Magister", "Erstes Staatsexamen" or Master's
degree if obtained in Germany or a university degree equivalent to the German Master of Arts with
thesis if obtained abroad. Furthermore, sound knowledge in either English or German is required.

Language requirements For most disciplinary areas, the language of the dissertation and the dissertation defence is either
German or English. The PhD Committee may accept the language of your respective discipline (i.e.,
French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese) as well.

Even if the language of the dissertation is other than German, basic skills in German need to be
acquired in the course of your studies. The IPP offers courses and training in German, English, and
French. We would warmly advise you, however, to acquire a basic knowledge of German before
coming to Giessen.

Application deadline The deadline for applications is 1 February every year. In some cases - for example, if the applicant
will not finish her/his degree until after 1 February - it is possible to extend the deadline to 1 May
after consulting the IPP.

Submit application to Prof Dr Dr h c Ansgar Nünning
International PhD Programme (IPP) "Literary and Cultural Studies"
Giessen Graduate School for the Humanities (GGK)
Justus Liebig University Giessen
Otto-Behaghel-Str. 12
35394 Giessen
Germany
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Founded in 1607, Justus Liebig University Giessen is one of Germany's top research universities. It is not only rich in tradition but also
highly innovative. Another unique feature is JLU Giessen's extraordinarily broad range of subjects. Additionally, JLU Giessen's 26,500
students and its ever-growing student community substantially contribute to making Giessen the city with the highest student ratio of all
university towns in Germany. This singles out JLU Giessen as a key player in the region. However, with 40% international doctoral students,
an international student community of around 11%, high-profile international partnerships, and two top-class international research
facilities funded by Germany's nationwide Excellence Strategy, JLU is also a very active and highly attractive networking partner
worldwide.
Internationalisation is at the heart of JLU's institutional self-concept, and its internationalisation strategy with the motto "future through
internationalisation" is a critical success factor for research and teaching as well as the personal development of its members. Excellent
basic research combined with socially relevant application, the exploitation of interdisciplinary synergies, support for outstanding next-
generation scholars, first-class university teaching, and an explicit international orientation define JLU Giessen in the fifth century of its
existence, making it fit for the future.

 University location
With around 92,000 inhabitants, Giessen is Germany's most student-dominated city and its two universities with their "extra population" of
40,000 students provide a unique college-town atmosphere. The city centre offers plenty of diversion for students, including film theatres
(with student concession tickets), the municipal theatre with its experimental studios, swimming pools and sports and workout facilities,
and a wide variety of pubs, restaurants (continental and ethnic), and night life venues. Therefore, you can add lots of flavour to your
studies. The great thing about Giessen is that it's an easy place to navigate and, when the mood takes you, to escape into the picturesque
surrounding countryside or the metropolis of Frankfurt am Main, which is about 60 kilometres away.

Contact

Justus Liebig University Giessen

Accommodation Halls of residence and private accommodation: www.uni-giessen.de/acc

Structured research and
supervision

Yes

Research training /
discussion

Yes

Career advisory service IPP members can make use of the Career Service at the Graduate Centre, e.g., workshops,
preparatory courses, and consultations.

Support for international
students and doctoral
candidates

Specialist counselling
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Contact

Justus Liebig University Giessen
Gießener Graduiertenzentrum Kulturwissenschaften

Otto-Behaghel-Straße 12
35394 Gießen

Tel. +49 6419930055
 ipp@ggk.uni-giessen.de
 Course website: https://www.uni-giessen.de/faculties/ggkgcsc/graduateprogrammes/ipp

Last update 04.05.2024 10:45:58
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International Programmes in Germany - Database

www.daad.de/international-programmes 
www.daad.de/sommerkurse

Editor
DAAD - Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst e.V.
German Academic Exchange Service
Section K23 – Information on Studying in Germany
Kennedyallee 50
D-53175 Bonn
www.daad.de

GATE-Germany
Consortium for International Higher Education Marketing
www.gate-germany.de

Disclaimer
The data used for this database was collected and analysed in good faith and with due diligence. The DAAD and the Content5 AG accept no
liability for the correctness of the data contained in the "International Programmes in Germany" and “Language and Short Courses in
Germany”.

The publication is funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research and by contributions of the participating German
institutions of higher education.
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