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Master's degree

Overview

  

Master of Laws in Finance (LLM Finance)
Goethe University Frankfurt • Frankfurt am Main

Degree Master of Laws in Finance

Teaching language
English

Languages Courses are held 100% in English.

Full-time / part-time
full-time
part-time (study alongside work)

Programme duration 2 semesters

Beginning Winter semester

Additional information on
beginning, duration and
mode of study

The programme starts in October each year. As all classes are held on campus, physical attendance
at the classes is required of students.

Application deadline No application deadline
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. Places in the LLM Finance programme will be given to
successful applicants.

Tuition fees per semester in
EUR

Yes

Additional information on
tuition fees

23,000 EUR (full-time) or 27,000 EUR (part-time)

Fees can be reduced as follows:

1. Early Bird Rebate for applications submitted by 1 February: 2,500 EUR
2. Early Acceptance Rebate (can be combined with Early Bird Rebate) when accepting the

offer and making the first 10% instalment by 1 April (applications submitted by 1 February)
or 1 June (applications submitted by 1 June): 2,500 EUR

3. Rebate for EU citizens: 3,000 EUR

Combined Master's degree / No
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Course Details

PhD programme

Joint degree / double degree
programme

No

Description/content The Institute for Law and Finance at Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main offers a unique, one-
year graduate programme leading to a Master of Laws in Finance. ILF students are fully enrolled
members of Goethe-Universität, which confers the LLM Finance degree. About 50 highly qualified
graduates will be admitted to the programme, to ensure academic excellence and direct personal
contact between students and faculty. We have both full-time (one-year study period) and part-
time (two-year study period) students.
This programme, conducted entirely in English, is suitable for graduates with a good degree in law,
business or economics who have an interest in combining theoretical knowledge with practical
training in law and international finance. It overcomes the traditional separation of the academic
disciplines of law and business/economics by teaching aspects of both and focusing on their
intersection and interplay. The faculty consists of prominent academics as well as experienced
practitioners from Europe's legal and financial world.
The LLM Finance programme also incorporates a special, two-month internship with public and
private institutions which support the ILF. These institutions typically include leading international
law firms, banks, accounting and consulting firms, the European Central Bank and the Deutsche
Bundesbank.
The ILF, located in Frankfurt am Main, Germany, the major financial centre of Europe, provides the
ideal location to train young professionals to deal with current and future legal and financial
challenges.
With a small cohort of approximately 50 LLM Finance students per year, a conducive learning
environment is established, ensuring direct and personal contact with the lecturers. During their
year of study at the ILF, students can also attend various conferences and seminars on current
issues relating to law and finance held at the ILF. In addition, many extra-curricular activities (such
as a field trip to Berlin, a Christmas party, basketball games and get-togethers with alumni) are
organised specifically for the students, allowing them to enjoy a year filled with activities while
studying at the ILF. Graduates from the ILF will attain an internationally recognised and accredited
LLM Finance degree from Goethe University Frankfurt am Main.

Course organisation Curriculum Components

Components and Credits (total 90 ECTS credits)

A) Coursework – 12 courses (60 ECTS)

If your first degree is in law: At least 4 of the 12 courses must be in the field of business or
economics.

If your first degree is in business or economics: At least 10 of the 12 courses must be in the field of
law.

B) Master’s Thesis (20 ECTS)

The Master’s thesis is to be written within a four-month period after the completion of the courses,
during which period students do not have to be physically present in Frankfurt.

C) Internship (10 ECTS)

https://www.ilf-frankfurt.de/llm-programs/llm-finance/curriculum-components

A Diploma supplement will
be issued

Yes
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Costs / Funding

International elements
International guest lecturers
Specialist literature in other languages
Training in intercultural skills
International comparisons and thematic reference to the international context
Content-related regional focus
Language training provided
Projects with partners in Germany and abroad

Diverse intercultural
background of students

International students make up more than 90% of the cohort. Students of the LLM Finance
programme come from more than 20 countries all over the world.

Integrated internships The LLM Finance degree programme includes an internship of seven to eight weeks. The internship
experience gives students an opportunity to test and consolidate their understanding of the
coursework. Thanks to our location in Frankfurt and the high calibre of our sponsors, students
benefit from unique internship opportunities. Internships are offered by leading international law
firms in Frankfurt, major banks, accounting firms, the German financial regulatory body BaFin, the
German Bundesbank and the ECB. Internships expose students to the working environment and
professional expectations of leading firms and institutions. The valuable opportunity to form
contacts for potential career development is also highly appreciated by students.
Internships are usually undertaken during the break between the winter and summer semesters
(February/March), but they may occasionally take place during the summer break (from July
onwards).
Students, in consultation with the ILF, may apply to the law firm, financial institution or other
organisation of their choice. The ILF assists students in finding suitable internship positions.
Positions are awarded on a competitive basis, with student initiative and interest being the primary
criterion for placement. Internships are not necessarily restricted geographically and positions
outside Germany are possible if a student takes the initiative to organise such an opportunity.

Course-specific, integrated
German language courses

Yes

Course-specific, integrated
English language courses

No

Tuition fees per semester in
EUR

Yes

Additional information on
tuition fees

23,000 EUR (full-time) or 27,000 EUR (part-time)

Fees can be reduced as follows:

1. Early Bird Rebate for applications submitted by 1 February: 2,500 EUR
2. Early Acceptance Rebate (can be combined with Early Bird Rebate) when accepting the

offer and making the first 10% instalment by 1 April (applications submitted by 1 February)
or 1 June (applications submitted by 1 June): 2,500 EUR

3. Rebate for EU citizens: 3,000 EUR

Semester contribution Goethe-Universität charges an administrative fee of approx. 400 EUR per semester (about 800 EUR
per year). This includes a ticket for public transport and free entrance to public museums. The
"magic ticket" entitles you to use buses, trams and the underground in Frankfurt and the
surrounding area. You can even use the regional trains to travel to various other cities, e.g.
Marburg, Giessen or Mainz.
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Requirements / Registration

Services

Costs of living The cost of living in Frankfurt depends on personal requirements and lifestyle. However, students
should expect minimum expenses of approx. 1000 EUR per month. This calculation is based on the
following items: 800 EUR for rent, food, clothing and study materials; around 100 EUR for
compulsory health insurance that is almost comprehensive; and approx. 60 EUR for the semester
contribution (including free public transport).

Funding opportunities
within the university

No

Academic admission
requirements

The minimum requirement is an undergraduate degree in law, economics or business
administration.

Language requirements TOEFL minimum scores: 600 (PBT), 250 (CBT), 100 (iBT, with a minimum of 22 for each section),
Cambridge CAE (grade C or above) or IELTS 7.0 unless your native tongue is English

Application deadline No application deadline
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. Places in the LLM Finance programme will be given to
successful applicants.

Submit application to https://www.ilf-frankfurt.de/llm-finance/application

Institute for Law and Finance
c/o Jennifer Schmid, Admissions Manager
Goethe-Universität Frankfurt
Campus Westend, House of Finance
Theodor-W.-Adorno-Platz 3
60629 Frankfurt am Main
Germany

Accommodation Frankfurt am Main offers a wide variety of accommodations, from university dorms to privately
rented apartments. The biggest providers of dorms are the Studentenwerk (student services) and
churches.
The 26 dormitories offer more than 2,887 different accommodation units starting from 203 EUR per
month for a single room to up to 590 EUR for a family apartment of 45m².

As these rooms are in high demand, we strongly recommend that students contact such
organisations as soon as they receive their letter of acceptance to the programme.

Career advisory service Goethe-Universität provides a well-developed career service and has a lot of interesting offers,
some of which are even tailor-made for students from abroad.

Support for international
students and doctoral
candidates

Welcome event
Cultural and linguistic preparation
Visa matters
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Institute for Law and Finance located in the House of Finance
© ILF

The Institute for Law and Finance (ILF) is a centre for academic excellence in teaching and research. It was established as a non-profit
foundation in 2002 by Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main with the support of many prominent institutions. Leading commercial banks
and international law firms, the Frankfurt Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the city of Frankfurt and the State of Hesse as well as the

©ILF

Kristin Lyaskova
LLM Finance

After completing my LLB in London
and following Brexit, I sought a new
challenge in continental Europe. My
plan was to come to the ILF and then
go back to England after I completed
the LLM Finance programme. Seven
years later, I am still in Frankfurt and
very happy with my choice. The ILF
played a big part in my decision to
stay – I never expected such a wealth
of experience in one place. I also
never thought Frankfurt would offer
such amazing job opportunities!

Institute for Law and
Finance

The video captures the unique
international spirit of studying and
teaching at the ILF. It shows the
dedication of lecturers, staff and
students to the LLM Finance and LLM
International Finance programmes as
the strive for the highest academic
standards in law and finance. It
features the extraordinary
infrastructure of the House of Finance,
a major centre of the European
financial industry.

more:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=C8ne6IV-IrE&t=7s

Goethe University Frankfurt
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European Central Bank and the Deutsche Bundesbank have been actively involved in the ILF right from the planning stages to this day.

The ILF conducts academic teaching and research and plays a supportive role as a policy centre since its establishment as a public-private
partnership. It provides interdisciplinary training to lawyers, senior management and executives in Germany and worldwide and serves as
a policy centre in the legislative process by offering forums for discussions and exchanges between academia and practitioners.

Since 2002, the ILF has been offering a Master of Laws in Finance (LLM Finance) degree programme on a comparative law and
interdisciplinary basis to highly-qualified graduates of law or business/economics from Germany and overseas. This Master’s programme is
aimed at students interested in combining theoretical knowledge and practical training in the specialised fields of law and international
finance. Courses in this highly-specialised programme are conducted entirely in the English language.

Goethe-Universität is frequently ranked among Germany's leading institutions of higher education. Although the current organisation was
founded as a university in 1914 by prominent citizens of Frankfurt, its actual origins go back to 1763. With currently approx. 46,000 students,
including many international students, the university prides itself on a rich tradition of intellectual and cultural excellence. Numerous
Nobel laureates in science and medicine, including Max Born, Paul Ehrlich, and Max von Laue, were among the students and teachers at
the university. It is home to the world-renowned Frankfurt School, Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer's Institute for Social Research,
and three Clusters of Excellence in life sciences, medicine, and social sciences. Several Max Planck Institutes are situated on its campuses,
too. Goethe-Universität has enjoyed the teaching of philosophers and theologians, such as Paul Tillich, Martin Buber, and Jürgen
Habermas. The university has 16 faculties, including Law, Economics and Business Administration, Social Sciences, Educational Sciences,
Psychology and Sports Sciences, Philosophy and History, Theology, Linguistics, Cultural Studies and Arts Studies, Modern Languages,
Geosciences and Geography, Computer Science and Mathematics, Physics, Biochemistry, Chemistry and Pharmacy, Biological Sciences,
and Medical Science.

 University location
Since the Middle Ages, Frankfurt am Main has been a major trade and finance centre at the crossroads of Europe's trade routes. Today, as
the leading financial marketplace in continental Europe, Frankfurt is the seat of the European Central Bank and of international banks such
as the Deutsche Bank and Commerzbank. Thus, Frankfurt is at the centre of European monetary policy and the European Monetary Union.
Major public banking institutions, including the Deutsche Bundesbank and Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau, one of the EU's leading public
credit institutions, are based in Frankfurt, as is the world's fourth-largest stock exchange, the Deutsche Börse AG. The stock exchange also
houses the world's largest and most modern all-electronic derivatives exchange: Eurex.

The region benefits from an outstanding telecommunication and transportation infrastructure. Frankfurt Airport is the leading airport in
continental Europe and offers excellent connections within Europe and overseas. Frankfurt's dense transportation network ensures a
seamless connection to all road and rail links.

Frankfurt is an international meeting point. It is home to the oldest trade fair in the world, the world-renowned Frankfurt Book Fair. It also
offers many cultural attractions, among them two opera houses, concert halls, theatres, and a great variety of museums and art galleries.
Situated on one of Europe's great rivers, the Main, Frankfurt is a vibrant city with many recreational facilities catering to the city's
international population.
Cosmopolitan in nature, Frankfurt is home to a large community of expatriate workers and offers a wide choice of entertainment in the
English language, from cinema to theatre, literature, and sports. About half of Frankfurt's citizens are foreign-born. There are a multitude of
ethnic-based associations, and food from around the world is easily available. Frankfurt is a city in the heart of Europe: Berlin, Hamburg,
Munich, Brussels, Amsterdam, Paris, and Zurich can all be reached by high-speed rail in less than four hours.
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Contact

Goethe University Frankfurt
Institute for Law and Finance

Theodor-W.-Adorno-Platz 3
60323 Frankfurt am Main

 kobbelt@ilf.uni-frankfurt.de
 Course website: https://www.ilf-frankfurt.de/llm-finance

Jennifer Schmid

Tel. +49 6979833624
 Email

Last update 05.11.2024 00:18:49

 https://www.facebook.com/ilf.frankfurt

 https://twitter.com/ilf_ffm

 https://www.linkedin.com/school/institute-for-law-and-finance-goethe-university-frankfurt-/

 https://www.instagram.com/Instituteforlawandfinance/

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ2HKbZNX7mlMqXOVzJnUOg
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International Programmes in Germany - Database

www.daad.de/international-programmes 
www.daad.de/sommerkurse

Editor
DAAD - Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst e.V.
German Academic Exchange Service
Section K23 – Information on Studying in Germany
Kennedyallee 50
D-53175 Bonn
www.daad.de

GATE-Germany
Consortium for International Higher Education Marketing
www.gate-germany.de

Disclaimer
The data used for this database was collected and analysed in good faith and with due diligence. The DAAD and the Content5 AG accept no
liability for the correctness of the data contained in the "International Programmes in Germany" and “Language and Short Courses in
Germany”.

The publication is funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research and by contributions of the participating German
institutions of higher education.
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