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Master's degree

Overview

 

Double MA Degree in Sociology
University of Bamberg • Bamberg

Degree Master's degree

Teaching language
English

Languages The courses in the Barcelona, Tillburg, and Trento programmes are offered in English.

Students who are starting the programme in Bamberg and going to Trento in the second year have
to take some courses in German during the first year.

Programme duration 4 semesters

Beginning Winter semester

Application deadline Deadlines for students who want to start in the following winter semester are as follows:

1 July for all double degree programmes (Trento, Barcelona, Tilburg)

Students apply for one of the following:

MA in Sociology in Bamberg (Germany) and a Master in Sociology and Social Research in
Trento (Laurea Magistrale in Sociologia e Ricerca Sociale - classe 88) (Italy) or
MA in Sociology in Bamberg (Germany) and a Research Master in Sociology and
Demography (Spain) or
MA in Sociology in Bamberg (Germany) and MSc in Sociology in Tilburg (the Netherlands)

Tuition fees per semester in
EUR

Varied

Additional information on
tuition fees

Tuition fees apply at our partner universities in Barcelona and Tilburg. Please see the information
on our website: www.uni-bamberg.de/ma-dd-sociology/

Combined Master's degree /
PhD programme

No

Joint degree / double degree
programme

Yes
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Course Details

Description/content Participants acquire a double Master's degree either from the University of Trento (Sociology and
Social Research), the University Pompeu Fabra in Barcelona (Sociology and Demography) or the
University of Tilburg (Sociology), combined with a Master's degree in Sociology from the University
of Bamberg. In the Trento programme, students can spend their first year either in Trento or in
Bamberg. Students in the remaining two programmes spend their first year in Bamberg, and their
second year in either Barcelona or Tilburg.

Trento:
The double degree programme with Trento focuses on social research. 
The combination of the two international degrees is the perfect synergy to achieve skills pertinent
to sociology and social research. In their first year, students can select courses from the following
different sociological fields: Sociological Theory, Research Design, Data Collection, and Methods of
Data Analysis (Quantitative and Qualitative Methods). The second year offers a choice between the
following two focus topics: "Social Inequality and Social Change" or "Culture and Communication".
The focus on "Social Inequality and Social Change" gives students the opportunity to choose
between supplementary courses in Social Inequality and Social Structure Analysis, Methods and
Statistics, and specific sociological subjects (Education, Migration, Labour Market). "Culture and
Communication" entails elective courses in Sociological Theory of Culture, Methods and Statistics,
and specific sociological subjects like Technology and Communication.

Barcelona:
The double degree programme with Barcelona has a strong emphasis on sociology and
demography. As in Trento, in this programme students follow advanced data analysis courses
including the use of STATA.
During the two-year period, students attend some mandatory courses and some elective ones. The
first year entails mandatory courses like Sociological Theory, Research Design, and Empirical
Research Methods. The second part contains elective courses in the area of Demography and
Family as well as Migration and Integration. In their second year, students have to take the following
obligatory courses in the area of socio-demographic analysis: Demographic Changes and Social
Dynamics, Social Policy and the Welfare State, Social Stratification Analysis and Family, and
Gender and Society. Two courses are electives in the thematic area of Migration and Society or
Health and Inequality.
These programmes offer students the possibility of discovering different branches of research while
studying at well-known universities and learning interdisciplinary approaches.

Tilburg:
The complete double degree programme can be studied like a normal two-year programme
because both universities have agreed on a list of courses that are mutually recognised. During the
first semester, students will be assisted in designing their individual study plans. In Bamberg,
students take courses in Sociological Theory, Research Design, and Advanced Methods of Data
Acquisition. Four elective courses in Advanced Methods of Data Analysis and two in Education and
Work in the Life Course are provided in Bamberg. In Tilburg, students take courses in Social Capital,
Social Policy and Social Risks, Social Structure of Western Societies, Populism in Comparative
Perspective, and the Theory of Research.

Course organisation The detailed study plan for the double degree can be found on the website of the University of
Bamberg:

Study plan Bamberg/Trento
Study plan Bamberg/Barcelona
Study plan Bamberg/Tilburg

International elements
Integrated study abroad unit(s)

Integrated study abroad
unit(s)

Students are required to fulfil 60 ECTS at the University of Bamberg and the other 60 ECTS at the
partner university (Trento, Barcelona or Tilburg). In order to obtain both degrees, students must

3

https://www.uni-bamberg.de/ma-dd-sociology/sociology-and-social-research-bamberg-trento/study-programme/
https://www.uni-bamberg.de/ma-dd-sociology/sociology-and-demography-bamberg-barcelona/study-programme/
https://www.uni-bamberg.de/ma-dd-sociology/double-master-degree-sociology-bamberg-tilburg/study-programme/


Costs / Funding

Requirements / Registration

spend the second year studying abroad.

Integrated internships An internship is not obligatory in order to complete the MA at Bamberg, the Laurea Magistrale in
Sociology and Social Research in Trento, the Research Master in Sociology and Demography in
Barcelona, or the MSc in Sociology in Tilburg. Nevertheless, students will be provided with
information about internship opportunities throughout their studies. Furthermore, study trips to
potential future employers are offered.

Course-specific, integrated
German language courses

No

Course-specific, integrated
English language courses

No

Tuition fees per semester in
EUR

Varied

Additional information on
tuition fees

Tuition fees apply at our partner universities in Barcelona and Tilburg. Please see the information
on our website: www.uni-bamberg.de/ma-dd-sociology/

Semester contribution Students whose home institution is Bamberg must pay a regular contribution to the administrative
costs at the University of Bamberg (103.80 EUR per semester at present). There are no additional
tuition fees during the student's stay at the host institution. A "Semesterticket" for public transport
in the city of Bamberg is included (more information here).

Funding opportunities
within the university

Yes

Description of the above-
mentioned funding
opportunities within the
university

No internal funding opportunities for the Barcelona and Tilburg programmes. Students in the
Trento programme can apply for Erasmus support during their stay abroad.

Academic admission
requirements

The admission procedures follow the common rules of the regular single degree programmes. At
the University of Bamberg, students apply for the regular "MA Soziologie", at the University of
Trento students apply for the "Laurea Magistrale in Sociology and Social Research", at the
University of Tilburg students apply for "MSc Sociology", and at the University Pompeu Fabra they
apply for the "Research Master in Sociology and Demography". However, there are additional
admission criteria for admission to the double degree programme.

Applicants have to accomplish the following:

satisfy the admission criteria of the "MA Soziologie" at the University of Bamberg, i.e.
hold a higher education degree with a minimum of 30 ECTS accumulated in
sociology (10 ECTS in theory, 10 ECTS in methods, and 10 ECTS in the general
subject area)
have a GPA of at least 2.5 on the German grading scale or equivalent
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satisfy the admission criteria of the "Laurea Magistrale in Sociology and Social Research" at
the University of Trento

be enrolled in a MA or MSc programme in Sociology
have a GPA of at least 2.36 on the German grading scale or equivalent
60 ECTS at least in two of the following areas (1. Law and Political Science, 2.
Sociology, 3. Economics and Statistics, 4. Anthropology, History, and Pedagogy)

satisfy the admission criteria of the "Research Master in Sociology and Demography" at the
University Pompeu Fabra Barcelona, i.e.

hold a university degree in social sciences, law, humanities, or health sciences
equivalent to a minimum of 180 ECTS

satisfy the admission criteria of the "MSc Sociology" at Tilburg University
hold a Bachelor's or a Master's degree in a relevant discipline, e.g. sociology, social
sciences, or humanities
be sufficiently conversant in the social sciences
possess adequate knowledge of social science statistics and research methods

possess sufficient English language skills (Level B2 of the Common European Framework)

Applicants have to hand in the following documents:

a certificate of the Bachelor's degree
a certificate documenting B2-level English language skills
a transcript of records (can be handed in later if not all exams of the first semester are
recorded yet)
a motivation letter of one to two pages (written in English) describing why they would like
to take part in the double degree programme
a simple copy of the passport or identity card

Language requirements Trento programme:

B2 level English language skills
B2 level German language skills (relevant only for students starting the programme in
Bamberg)
A1 level German language skills (relevant only for students starting the programme in
Trento; can also be obtained during the first year)

Barcelona programme:

B2 level English language skills
A1 level German language skills (can also be obtained during the first year)

Tilburg programme:

English proficiency: TOEFL: 577 (paper), 90 (internet); Academic IELTS: overall 6.5 and no
sub-score less than 6.0; Cambridge Proficiency in English: all grades; Cambridge Advanced
English: Grades A, B, and C.
A1 level German language skills (can also be obtained during the first year)

Application deadline Deadlines for students who want to start in the following winter semester are as follows:

1 July for all double degree programmes (Trento, Barcelona, Tilburg)

Students apply for one of the following:

MA in Sociology in Bamberg (Germany) and a Master in Sociology and Social Research in
Trento (Laurea Magistrale in Sociologia e Ricerca Sociale - classe 88) (Italy) or
MA in Sociology in Bamberg (Germany) and a Research Master in Sociology and
Demography (Spain) or
MA in Sociology in Bamberg (Germany) and MSc in Sociology in Tilburg (the Netherlands)

Submit application to Otto-Friedrich-Universität Bamberg
Feldkirchenstr. 21
96052 Bamberg
Germany
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Services

Since the founding of the University of Bamberg in 1647, it is the people who have been its top priority. The close proximity of students and
instructors provides for excellent advisory services, personal communication and interdisciplinary studies.

The University of Bamberg, with about 12,000 students, is among Germany's medium-sized universities. The university currently offers
roughly 100 programmes at the Bachelor's and Master's level.

The university’s main areas of academic focus lie in the humanities, social sciences, economics, business administration and human
sciences. These are rounded out by numerous programmes in application-oriented computer science. The premises of the four faculties
are concentrated in three main locations that are easily reached by bicycle or via the local network of bus routes.

One of the University of Bamberg's main strengths is its commitment to a focus on international studies. The university’s International
Office maintains exchange programmes with approximately 300 universities in nearly 60 countries worldwide.

There are currently about 1,700 foreign students from 100 countries enrolled at the University of Bamberg. The range of courses offered at
the university reflects this focus on international studies. Degree programmes in fields like international business administration and
management, European economic studies, or the joint Master’s degree in English and American Studies all require that students spend up
to one year studying abroad. Furthermore, international students receive a great deal of support outside the classroom.

In order to help visiting students from around the globe become better integrated and acquainted with daily life, the International Office
organises a tandem programme that brings together local and foreign students.

The university's international guests also have the opportunity to participate in an extensive programme of excursions and events meant
to present a broader experience of life in Germany, even beyond the city of Bamberg. An international "Stammtisch" provides students with
the opportunity to socialise and share experiences.

www.uni-bamberg.de/en/university/profile/

https://www.uni-bamberg.de/en/studies/living-studying/

University of Bamberg

Possibility of finding part-
time employment

Students are encouraged to apply as student research assistants, a position that gives them
practical experience. The possibility to apply as a student trainee in a company is also an option.
Furthermore, students can do a lot of jobs that are not related to the curriculum of study. For
example, they can get a job waiting tables in a restaurant.

Accommodation Bamberg's housing market has changed considerably in recent years. The demand for private
accommodations is quite high, and rent prices continue to increase. The common trend seen in
many cities, and particularly in university cities, is now quite apparent in Bamberg, too.

It is thus advisable to begin looking for a flat as early as possible and to be patient, as the process
can take quite a while. It also pays to check listings in the local newspaper (Fränkischer Tag),
submit an announcement that you are looking for accommodation, or explore the numerous
online housing portals.

www.uni-bamberg.de/en/studies/living-studying/living-in-bamberg/

Support for international
students and doctoral
candidates

Buddy programme

6

https://www.uni-bamberg.de/en/studies/living-studying/living-in-bamberg/
http://www.uni-bamberg.de/en/university/profile/
https://www.uni-bamberg.de/en/studies/living-studying/


 University location
Located in Northern Bavaria, it is easy to travel to and from Bamberg using many different means of transport. For those travelling by car,
the city can be reached from all directions via the A70 and A73 motorways. Bamberg's railway station is also a stop on the ICE line between
Munich and Berlin, which means that both cities can be reached without changing trains. Nuremberg, Bavaria's second-largest city, is
approximately 45 minutes away by train, and its international airport provides flights to destinations worldwide.

www.uni-bamberg.de/en/studies/living-studying/mobility/

Contact

University of Bamberg
Soziologie

Steffen Schindler

96047 Bamberg

Tel. +49 9518632415
 dd.sociology@uni-bamberg.de
 Course website: https://www.uni-bamberg.de/en/ma-dd-sociology/

Last update 29.04.2024 18:24:37

 http://www.facebook.com/UniBamberg

 https://twitter.com/uni_bamberg_of

 https://www.instagram.com/uni_bamberg

7

http://www.uni-bamberg.de/en/studies/living-studying/mobility/
https://www.uni-bamberg.de/
tel:+49%209518632415
mailto:dd.sociology@uni-bamberg.de
https://www.uni-bamberg.de/en/ma-dd-sociology/
http://www.facebook.com/UniBamberg
https://twitter.com/uni_bamberg_of
https://www.instagram.com/uni_bamberg


International Programmes in Germany - Database

www.daad.de/international-programmes 
www.daad.de/sommerkurse

Editor
DAAD - Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst e.V.
German Academic Exchange Service
Section K23 – Information on Studying in Germany
Kennedyallee 50
D-53175 Bonn
www.daad.de

GATE-Germany
Consortium for International Higher Education Marketing
www.gate-germany.de

Disclaimer
The data used for this database was collected and analysed in good faith and with due diligence. The DAAD and the Content5 AG accept no
liability for the correctness of the data contained in the "International Programmes in Germany" and “Language and Short Courses in
Germany”.

The publication is funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research and by contributions of the participating German
institutions of higher education.
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