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Master's degree

Overview

  

Saarbrücken Graduate School of Computer Science
Saarland University • Saarbrücken

Degree This is a structured PhD programme beginning with a preparatory phase at the Master's level and
having a doctoral degree as the ultimate goal (doctorate in computer science: Dr rer nat or Dr-Ing). 
Compatibility of the preparatory phase with our MSc in Computer Science is given.
A Master's degree may be obtained after completion of the preparatory phase and submission of a
Master's thesis.

Teaching language
English

Languages All courses are offered entirely in English.

Programme duration 3 semesters

Beginning Winter and summer semester

Application deadline Twice a year at the end of April and October for the following semester (October, April) or the
following academic year if early decisions are required.
Additional application deadlines may be advertised beyond this. Current information can always be
found on the website: https://www.graduateschool-computerscience.de/.

Tuition fees per semester in
EUR

None

Combined Master's degree /
PhD programme

Yes

Joint degree / double degree
programme

No

Description/content The Saarbrücken Graduate School of Computer Science seeks to provide an ideal environment for
pursuing graduate studies in advanced computer science. We offer a stimulating, top-notch
international teaching and research environment covering almost all areas of computer science.
Computer science established itself early on as a prominent field of research at Saarland University
and is now the core around which internationally renowned state-of-the-art research institutes in
informatics are gathered:

Saarland University
Max Planck Institute for Informatics
Max Planck Institute for Software Systems
CISPA – Helmholtz Center for Information Security
German Research Center for Artificial Intelligence (DFKI)
Center for Bioinformatics (CBI)

All of these institutes are active partners in the graduate school.
In addition, there is a long-standing collaboration between related research units and departments
on campus, such as computational linguistics, cognitive sciences, business information systems,
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Course Details

Costs / Funding

computer science and law, and bioinformatics, providing a rich selection of courses and countless
research opportunities.
The Saarbrücken Graduate School of Computer Science incorporates the co-located International
Max Planck Research School (IMPRS-TRUST) for students at Saarland University. The graduate
school is home to some 450 doctoral candidates in Saarbrücken, including about 70 candidates in
the preparatory phase (see academic programme below).

The graduate school's academic programme includes a tailored preparatory phase with a very
broad selection of course offerings and the opportunity to get acquainted with various research
areas. Early entry is possible for talented candidates starting with an excellent Bachelor's degree.
Upon successful completion of the preparatory phase, students go on to the main research and
dissertation phase. Each student also has the possibility to submit a Master's thesis in order to
obtain a Master's degree on the way if this is desired.
The preparatory phase of our programme is compatible with our Master's programme. Graduate
school students have additional breadth requirements as well as special research immersion labs to
find their way into future research groups early on.

Course organisation The academic programme of the graduate school consists of a preparatory phase of coursework
depending on each candidate's entrance qualifications, followed by a qualifying exam, before
entering the research and dissertation phase. During the preparatory phase, part-time studies are
possible. All graduate students benefit from excellent supervision by a dynamic team of faculty
members throughout all phases of the programme.
Students may transition from the preparatory phase to the dissertation phase after successful
completion of the qualifying exam. It is not necessary to obtain a Master's degree first.
A Master's degree will only be granted if all Master's regulations are fulfilled during the preparatory
phase. This includes a Master's thesis.
The Saarbrücken university campus offers a uniquely rich environment for research in computer
science. More than 800 researchers covering almost all areas of computer science work at several
co-located research institutes, among them two Max Planck Institutes and the German Research
Center for Artificial Intelligence. The academic and research training of young researchers is of
great importance to all. The graduate school provides the common basis for doctoral training.
The structured programme allows for early entry into doctoral studies, in keeping with
international practice. During the preparatory phase, graduate students attend an extensive range
of courses and participate in research projects, allowing them to explore the full breadth of
computer science while delving more deeply into special topics according to their own interests.
For their dissertation theses, over 400 doctoral candidates pursue their research in internationally
recognised research groups on topics as diverse as computer science has to offer. Particular
emphasis is placed on common responsibility for all doctoral students.

Course-specific, integrated
German language courses

No

Course-specific, integrated
English language courses

No

Tuition fees per semester in
EUR

None

Semester contribution Currently approx. 320 EUR per semester including free local public transportation in all of Saarland
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Requirements / Registration

Services

Costs of living Approx. 900 EUR per month taking advantage of all student benefits
The cost of living in Saarbrücken is modest by German standards.

Funding opportunities
within the university

Yes

Description of the above-
mentioned funding
opportunities within the
university

Full scholarship funding in the preparatory phase (934 EUR per month) or more if a student
research assistantship can be offered from the beginning.

Academic admission
requirements

A very strong Bachelor's degree or a top Master's in computer science or a related field is required.
A CV, copies of all diplomas and transcripts, and a convincing statement of purpose must be
submitted. Two letters of reference must be submitted directly by the referees.
Please note that this is a highly competitive programme. Only applicants who rank amongst the top
students of their cohort are likely to succeed.

Language requirements Proof of English proficiency is absolutely necessary in order to be successful in the programme.
German is not necessary. It can be learned for everyday purposes after arrival. Language courses at
all levels are offered as part of the programme.

Application deadline Twice a year at the end of April and October for the following semester (October, April) or the
following academic year if early decisions are required.
Additional application deadlines may be advertised beyond this. Current information can always be
found on the website: https://www.graduateschool-computerscience.de/.

Submit application to https://www.graduateschool-computerscience.de/online-application/

Possibility of finding part-
time employment

Jobs as tutors and research assistants are available in the department and cooperating institutes
each semester. Openings will be posted on bulletin boards and on respective websites.

Accommodation Alongside the personal assistance offered by the graduate school structures and those of the
participating institutes, the International Office also helps students find accommodation. Rooms
and apartments are relatively affordable and easy to find. The cost of living in Saarbrücken is
modest by German standards.

Support for international
students and doctoral
candidates

Buddy programme
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Saarland University, founded in 1948, is a campus university offering an extensive range of taught courses and internationally networked
state-of-the-art research.
International students receive excellent supervision and can enjoy a comprehensive range of sport and leisure activities while studying at
Saarland University.

 University location
Saarbrücken is the capital of Saarland with a population of around 180,000. City life with that special Saarbrücken flair can be found on
both sides of the Saar. An important element in Saarbrücken's diverse cultural life is the Saarland State Theatre Company, which performs
at a number of different venues throughout the city. Student nightlife is predominantly centred in the cafés, bars and clubs of
Saarbrücken's Nauwieser Viertel district.

Contact

The Saarbrücken
Graduate School of
Computer Science Is
Your Place to Be!

The Saarbrücken Graduate School of
Computer Science provides an
optimal environment for pursuing
doctoral studies in computer science
at an internationally competitive
level. As a student, you will undergo
research-oriented training and
experience a stimulating and
scientifically challenging atmosphere.

more:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ZjarF8aFNa8

Saarland University
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Contact

Saarland University
Saarbrücken Graduate School of Computer Science
Saarland Informatics Campus

Dr Michelle Carnell

66123 Saarbrücken

Tel. +49 6813025523
 gradschool@cs.uni-saarland.de
 Course website: https://www.graduateschool-computerscience.de/preparatory-phase/

Last update 01.08.2024 15:09:14

 https://www.facebook.com/SGSCS/
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Editor
DAAD - Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst e.V.
German Academic Exchange Service
Section K23 – Information on Studying in Germany
Kennedyallee 50
D-53175 Bonn
www.daad.de
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Consortium for International Higher Education Marketing
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Disclaimer
The data used for this database was collected and analysed in good faith and with due diligence. The DAAD and the Content5 AG accept no
liability for the correctness of the data contained in the "International Programmes in Germany" and “Language and Short Courses in
Germany”.

The publication is funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research and by contributions of the participating German
institutions of higher education.
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