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Language course/short course

Overview
 

Urban Imaginaries: Between Place and Space in
Berlin
Freie Universität Berlin • Berlin

Course location Berlin

Teaching language
English

Language level of course
English: B2

Date(s) 26 July - 23 August 2025 (Registration deadline of course provider: 28 June 2025)

Information on dates, prices
and mode of study

In addition to the tuition fee, a non-refundable programme fee is applicable. The programme fee,
which includes the social programme, is to be paid within one week after registration at the latest,
along with the tuition fee.

Target group Ideal for students of humanities and the arts, cultural, political, and social sciences

Description/content Please visit our website (www.fubis.org) for an overview of all courses on offer and possible
updates to the course programme.

About this course

Urban studies and its discourse on the city draw on scholarship from fields as diverse as human
geography, history, anthropology and the arts. Berlin, with its seemingly infinite possibilities for
memory, imagination and creative self-fashioning, offers a rich analytical model. It is a city that is as
much a fixed place with a distinct topography as it is an imaginary that glides between
remembering and forgetting. A measured understanding of the interplay of place, space and
memory in Berlin’s cityscape is key for students who are eager to learn about the city’s many pasts
and presents. FUBiS invites you to join us as we analyse and explore Berlin.

This seminar brings to the fore connections between Berlin's distinct topography, its radical
histories, and its current trajectories as a political and cultural space. That cities are a complex
assemblage – multiple constellations existing simultaneously at best – is enabled through
perspectives on migration, queerness and postcoloniality, for instance. In-class analysis and
discussion of academic and literary texts, podcasts and films about Berlin will prepare participants
for course excursions. Our temporal-topographical inquiry will take us to a diverse set of historical
sites, cultural places and neighbourhoods in the city (such as the Berlin Wall Memorial, Memorial to
the Murdered Jews of Europe, Schwules Museum, and Sonnenallee).

We will conduct on-site discussions of these places/spaces in historical, spatial and social terms
and record the urban with methodical observations. Upon completing the course, students will
have compiled a portfolio of short essays reflecting their critical reception of Berlin’s places/spaces
as well as their gendered and embodied engagements, observations and memories of the city. The
course not only enables an appreciation of how places/spaces are living archives of Berlin’s past
and present, but it also invites participants to create their own personal records of Berlin.
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Course details

Costs / Funding

Requirements / Registration

Services

Recognised language exams
offered (e.g. DSH, TestDaF,
TOEFL)

No

ECTS points (max.) 6

Average number of hours
per week

12

Average number of
participants per
group/course

18

Dates and costs 26 July - 23 August 2025 (Registration deadline of course provider: 28 June 2025), costs: EUR
1,300

This price includes
Course fees

Information on dates, prices
and mode of study

In addition to the tuition fee, a non-refundable programme fee is applicable. The programme fee,
which includes the social programme, is to be paid within one week after registration at the latest,
along with the tuition fee.

Teaching language
English

Language level of course
English: B2

Language requirements Students must be able to speak, read and write English at an advanced intermediate level.

Submit application to http://www.fubis.org/5_geb/anmeldung/index.html

Is accommodation Accommodation is arranged by the organiser.
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Contact

Freie Universität Berlin
International Summer and Winter University (FUBiS)

Sophia Schmieder

Malteserstraße 74-100
12249 Berlin

Tel. +49 3083873472
 fubis@fubis.org
 Course website: http://www.fubis.org/2_prog/index.html

Last update 30.12.2024 20:07:18

 https://www.facebook.com/fubis.berlin

 http://www.twitter.com/fubis_berlin

 https://mt.linkedin.com/edu/fubis-363010

 https://www.instagram.com/fubisberlin/

 http://youtube.com/@fubis.berlin

organised?

Type of accommodation FUBiS arranges appropriate off-campus accommodation for the duration of the programme as an
optional service on request. Accommodation options can be chosen during the registration process.
Accommodation is subject to availability. Prices range between 550 EUR and 1,350 EUR.

Is a social and leisure
programme offered?

Yes

Description of social and
leisure programme

FUBiS offers a variety of extracurricular activities which are included in the programme fee:

guided tour of the Reichstag building and the Federal Parliament
river boat tour through the centre of Berlin

In addition, FUBiS offers optional excursions at extra cost within Berlin as well as to other popular
German cities.

Free internet access Yes

Support in visa matters No

Pick-up service from train
station/airport

No
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